Ml PH-
i*   "S.
^•ii'*!
81
198
Bentley and his opponents.
[Sept.
owing to its being directly opposite to the western1 coast Sky, where the watery clouds are broken by high mountai The hills here, and indeed all the healthy grounds in genei abound with the sweet-smelling plant which the Highland call gaul, and (I think) with dwarf juniper in many plac There is enough of turf, which is their fuel, and it is thouj there is a mine of coal.—Such are the observations whic made upon the island of Rasay, upon comparing it with I description given by Martin, whose book we had with us.
There has been an ancient league between the families Macdonald and Rasay. Whenever the head of either fan-dies, his sword is given to the head of the other. The p< ent Rasay has the late Sir James Macdonald's sword. ( Rasay joined the Highland army in 1745, but pruden guarded against a forfeiture, by previously conveying estate to the present gentleman, his eldest son3. On t occasion, Sir Alexander, father of the late Sir James M donald, was very friendly to his neighbour. ' Don't afraid, Rasay,' said he; ' I'll use all my interest to keep j safe; and if your estate should be taken, I'll buy it for family.'—And he would have done it.
Let me now gather some gold dust,—some more fi merits of Dr. Johnson's conversation, without regard to or of time. He said, 'he thought very highly of Bentley ; t no man now went so far in the kinds of .learning that cultivated1; that the many attacks on him were owing envy, and to a desire of being known, by being in corr tition with such a man; that it was safe to attack him, cause he never answered his opponents, but let them
1 Boswell means that the eastern coast of Sky is westward of Ra CROKLEK.
3 'The Prince was hidden in his distress two nights at Rasay, the King's troops burnt the whole country, and killed some of cattle. You may guess at the opinions that prevail in this coun they arc, however, content with fighting for their King; they do drink for him. We had no foolish healths,' Piozxi Letters, \. 14;
3 See ante, iv. 251, where he said :—'You have, perhaps, no man knows as much Greek and Latin as Bentley.'
av
Vfarmers on themselves, and said to be paid with great willingness.' Johnson's Works, ix. 57.
